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DETAILED ACTION 
Oath/Declaration 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the executed Declaration on 02/05/04. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 1 , "the at least one 
toner identification circuits" lacks antecedent basis. It should be changed to "the at least one 
toner identification circuit". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 6, 7-8, 9, 10, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Warbus et al. (US Patent No. 6236816). 

As to claim 6, Warbus et al. discloses a computer readable storage medium (memory 
EP in Fig. 1) storing computer readable program code for discovering a toner station identity, 
the computer readable program code comprising: 

data encoding a table of at least one digital identification signal and a toner station 
identity associated with each at least one digital identification signal; and 

a computer code implementing an identification algorithm in response to input of a digital 
identification signal. 
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As to claim 7, Warbus et al. discloses a computer readable storage medium storing 
computer readable program code discovering whether an installed toner holder is a correct 
toner holder for a job type, the computer readable program code comprising: data encoding a 
table of at least one job type and at least one correct toner holder associated with each at least 
one job type; and a first computer code implementing a job selection algorithm. See Col. 7, 
lines 30-47. 

As to claim 8, Warbus et al. further comprising: 

a second computer code implementing a security procedure algorithm; and data 
encoding at least one mandated security procedure. See memory SBK of controller SRA. 

As to claim 9 , Warbus et al. discloses a multi-toner printer comprising: 
a means for identifying a toner holder (Fig. 1 , chip CP); and 
a means for storing the means for identifying a toner holder (Fig. 1 , memory EP). 

As to claim 10. Warbus et al. further discloses a display means ((Fig. 1 , operator panel 
BF) and an input means (operator panel BF, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 13., Warbus et al. discloses job selection algorithm for a multi-toner printer, 
comprising: enabling input of at least one job selection (via operational panel BF) ; identifying a 
toner holder installed in the multi-toner printer; and determining whether the toner holder is a 
correct toner holder for the at least one job selection, wherein if the toner holder is not the 
correct toner holder for the at least one job selection, disallowing the at least one job selection, 
and wherein if the toner holder is the correct toner holder for the at least one job selection, 
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allowing the at least one job selection to print. See Fig. 1 and the detailed functioning of the 
control unit at Col. 7, lines 30-47. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 11,. 12, 14 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Claims 11,12 and 14 are allowable primarily because prior art to Warbus et al. does not 

appear to teach or suggest a toner identification module comprising the limitation "at least one 
toner identification circuit, wherein one of the at least one toner identification circuits is located 
on each of the at least one toner holders, wherein each of the at least one toner identification 
circuits produces a unique voltage identification signal for the at least one toner holder on which 
it is located; an analog to digital converter coupled to the at least one toner identification circuit 
and receiving the unique voltage identification signal from each of the at least one voltage 
identification circuits, wherein the analog to digital converter converts the unique voltage 
identification signals into at least one corresponding digital identification signal" 

Claims 4 and 5 are allowable because prior art to Warbus et al. does not teach or 
suggest the claimed toner identification circuit. 

Claims 1 , 2, 3 are allowable because prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed 
toner identification module or apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Huan H. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-2261. The examiner 
can normally be reached on at work on T-F from 6:30am to 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Matthew Luu can be reached on (571) 272-7663. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-27^-1000. 
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